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The Five Themes of Geography

The world is & big place and studying it is a complicated task. You can

make that jok easiar by learning five core themes of gecgraphy, 1These
themes can hela you answer ceographlc questicns.

(1) Location

Where are things 'ocated?

Location means either an exact posl-
tlon using latitade or longitude, or a
description of a place in relation ta
places arousd t

:' . o APE
D

What & a partcular location like?

Place dascribes physical character-
Istics such a irountalns or rivers. as
wel as human characteristics such as
the pecsle wha live there.

y) ROIONES - AT

How are places similar or diffanent?

Regions have physical or haman
characterstics thet unite them and
make them different from or similar
to nthar reginat

How do peaple, goads, and ideas
move from ene Incatinn to another?
Movement ul people, goocs, and

ideas zhanges places and reglens and
the pecple who lva thers,

[5 ) HUMAN-ENVIRONMENT INTERACTION

How do people relate to the phyticai
word?

Humans adapt to their ervironment
and change elenents of it

[ Pacitic Ozean Vindswrfing 8

€ Chapter 1

o [RREBE| ODHEE) (CBIFH7 X NEREDHEE
([CRITDEME LB T DT EICKD. KEDHEHIEHRE
DFFEREB U R-48R),
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Six Essential Elements |

‘Geographers use six key ideas or elements 1o helo
them understend people, places, and evicnments N 1 o "
on the Earth 2 » i ¢

(1) THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS

T Geographers study the localions of plaes and
distr butiors or patterns of features by wsiag maps,
data, ard cther geographic took. Knowing about
the world In spatial t2rms helps Geoa‘apers uncer-
stand physical and humen pattenms,

Geographers look for charactenistics of places and
then campars their imilarities and differences.

Gesgraphers study changes in the Eartn's surface.
ihere and wihy people choose o live In certain loca-
tions may dopend on Earth's surface conditions.

[4) Human SYSTEMS

Geagraphers study human settlemen: patterns and
use of resources. This Information helps explain human
interactions and | festyles.

(5 ) ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY

Ceaqgraphers study how people intéract with the
environment and how they use reseurces.

Geographers study pattems ard grocesses in the
warld. This information helos people understand the
past and plan for The future.

Understanding the Enrth and Iis Pooples 7
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The St. Lawrence Seaway

Ships using the St. Lawrence Seaway move through
a series of canal locks that raise or lower the water
level. This allows the vessels to navigate bodies of
water that are at different levels ahove the sea.

0 150 300miles
0 150 300 kilometers

NH.ariaxTe
st OCEAN

SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Graphics

© ANALYZING DATA Where do ships have to make the greatest
water-level adjustment?

@ DRAWING CONCLUSIONS Why was it important to build the
St Lawrence Seaway?

-5ty hO—LUURiEE (McDougal Littel HOERIMMIEHRIELD) ©

Making a Polder

9 The waler is gradually SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Graphics
pumped away and @ HUMAN-ENVIRONMENT INTERACTION Why does it take
drained off the land. time for polder land to be ready for farming?

@ PLACE How would the process be different if a polder were made
in a place where there is freshwater, not saltwater?

Seawater leaves salt in the soil. Rain
gradually washes the salt away.

Earthen dikes
are built around
a shallow area

Alfalfa is often the first
crop sown, It has deep
roots, which break up soll
alfalfa is also used for
livestock feed.

— Windmills once supplied the
~ power used to pump waler from
polder land. Today electric pumps

are used to drain the land.

9 In time, the land can be
used to grow many ¢rops—
such as Dutch tulips.
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East Asia

1 of Fire

nd Prosperity

GeoFocus

How do people in East Asia
deal with issues of a
rapidly changing society?
Taking Motne In your notebook. copy 8
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